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“They needed TLC and a lot of it’

A Scottsville native opened her home to more than 100 foster children

Opening her home
to more than 100 fos-
ter children wasn’t a dif-
ficult decision for Jessie
Wackerman.

The Scottsville woman,
who now lives at- West-
wood Commons in Chili,
and her late husband,
John, who died in 2007,
met when she moved to
Rochester to work for
Eastman Kodak Co.

The couple was mar-
ried for nearly 60 years
and raised their family
in a four-bedroom home
in Scottsville. After try-
ing unsuceessfully to con-
ceive, the couple decided

to foster children starting
in the 1950s.
“The children were

there,” she said. “They
needed care. Especially
the ones I got. They need-
ed TLC and alot of it”

There were so many
children in her care, she
said, that they were nev-
er able to narrow it down
to a firm number. Dawn
Schottmiller, one of Jes-
sie’s two adopted daugh-
ters, recalls the count ex-
ceeding 100 when she
moved away to Texas in
the 1970s.

“We had children a lot,”
Jessie said. “I don’t think
we ever had just one. Peo-
ple would literally ‘drop
them off like puppies.”

Their foster children
referred to them as Aunt
Jessie and Uncle John.

Bedrooms contained two
or three beds, bunk style.
Just like how Wackerman
grew up on-a farm in Li-

vonia, everyone pitched’

in.

“Love and rules came
together,” she said.

Sometimes the Wack-
ermans would be lucky
to get money to sup-
port their foster children
through = various agen-
cies. If she got $20 a
week, that was a lot, said
Schottmiller.

“Mom could stretch a

meal and make it fun and

enjoyable,” said Jessie’s
other adopted daughter,
Wendy Swinney. “We all
had enough to eat”

The couple would learn

of many of the children
through their church.
Some would stay with
them on the weekends;
others would stay for lon-
ger periods of time like

Dorothy who lived with

the Wackermans from
the time she was about
one until she was 16 or 17
years -old. She continues
to stay in touch. :

“Mom and dad named
her their bad penny be-
cause she always re-
turned, but she was a
lucky penny,” Schottmill-
er said.

The
would be caring for up
to 10 foster children
at a time, sometimes
even babysitting  for

Wackermans
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Wendy Swinney and Dawn Schotmiller. Wackerman
and her late husband took in over 100 foster children

in Scottsville. SUBMITTED

neighbors. Wackerman
took in Swinney’s grand-
father for a while, and
would volunteer to host
Fresh Air Kids from New
York City.

“There are a lot of peo-
ple out there who owe
their lifestyles to mom,”
Swinney said. “She raised

so many kids who were
in bad situations. I'm
so grateful for the life I
had and there are so ma-
ny kids mom and dad
shaped and helped to
form and they had much
better lives than - they
would have without mom
and dad”



