
iberty Square 
Program  
Administrator  

Michelle Laraby was 
honored with the 
Unsung Hero Award 
from the Homeless 
Alliance of Western 
New York (HAWNY) 
in December 2023. 
Michelle was  
nominated by  
Eagle Star Housing 
Senior Director of 
Veterans Operations 
Erin Corcoran.
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Recognitions and Commemorations
DePaul has countless reasons to celebrate!

estwood Commons and the Gates-Chili Chamber of Commerce celebrated updates to the DePaul  
Senior Living Community in North Chili with a ribbon cutting in January. Renovations included fresh 
paint in hallways, lounges, most common areas, the dining and activity rooms, a new beauty salon, 

new furniture in common areas, lounges and the activity room, boiler and HVAC upgrades, a new dishwasher, 
fire panel and system upgrades, and a new patio and sidewalks in the courtyard.
 Pictured left to right are Chili Public Library Director Jeff Baker, ESL Federal Credit Union Business Banking 
Relationship Manager Carla Vazquez, Westwood Commons Marketing Director William Ficarra, Woodcrest  
Commons Marketing Director Christine Hulbert, Westwood Commons Administrator Julie Kornow, Woodcrest 
Commons Administrative Assistant Tammy Omeluch, President of the Gates-Chili Chamber of Commerce Elisa 
Martin, Town of Chili Supervisor David Dunning, Town of Chili Councilwoman Mary Sperr, Chili Public Library 
Assistant Director Jennifer Lowden, and Taylor Heating, Inc. Manager and Vice-President and Marketing Chair for 
the Chamber of Commerce Zach Utech.

L
W

lenwell came out on top in the Alzheimer’s Association 
of WNY’s 2023 Community Care Partners Challenge. 
The DePaul Senior Living Community in Cheektowaga 

raised over $6,000 through hot dog and ice cream float sales 
and a sports memorabilia auction. 
 Pictured top row, left to right, are Activity Director Tamara 
McClellan, Dietary Director Valerie Thomas, Western New 
York Alzheimer’s Association Events Manager Maddie Weitz, 
Administrator Tina Hagen, Resident Care Director Monique 
Washington-Mathews, Medication Coordinator Mary Levan, 
Memory Care Coordinator LaTea Jackson-Bennett and  
Maintenance Director Dmytro Shutka. Pictured bottom row, 
left to right, are Marketing Director Stacy Jasinski, Case 
Manager Rhonda Jordan and Activity Director Mary Kovacs. 
Not pictured are friends of Team Glenwell, Linda Dansa and 
Kelli Argo. 
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ePaul’s WorkGuide Program Coordinator  
Rebecca Haberbusch and Vocational  
Counselor Amanda Garcia nominated 

Wegmans in Perinton for their support in employing 
individuals with disabilities. DePaul’s WorkGuide 
Program has decades of experience providing 
vocational support to individuals with mental, devel-
opmental or physical disabilities seeking assistance 
with gainful employment in Monroe County. Along 
with the financial benefits and self-sufficiency, 
WorkGuide assists in building community between 
employers and employees while also fostering 
respect and support for individuals with disabilities.
 Pictured is Rebecca Haberbusch (left) and  
Wegmans Employee Advocate Gina Bower at the  
National Disability Employment Awareness Month 
(NDEAM) Advancing Access and Equity event  
hosted by Rochester Area Employment Network.

hannon Miller of  
the Veddersburg  
Apartments in  

Amsterdam was nominated 
for The Supportive Housing  
Network of New York’s 
2023 Supportive Housing 
Tenant of the Year!  
Shannon was thrilled to 
join fellow nominees at an 
event in January in New 
York City. Veddersburg 
Apartments Program  
Manager Zulay Urbistondo 
and Housing Specialist 
Angelina Delliveneri  
nominated Shannon for  
this well-deserved honor!

SD

ePaul, New York State Homes and 
Community Renewal, the New York 
State Office of Mental Health, elected 

officials, community representatives and 
other partners gathered for a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the Mosaic Apartments in 
Schenectady in November 2023. 

 The two-building development will create 
60 newly constructed apartments in the Mont 
Pleasant neighborhood. The all-electric,  
energy-efficient development includes 30 
apartments with supportive services reserved 
for NYS Empire State Supported Housing 
Initiative (ESSHI).

 The Mosaic Apartments are part of  
Governor Kathy Hochul’s $25 billion  
comprehensive Housing Plan that will create 
or preserve 100,000 affordable homes across 
New York, including 10,000 with support 
services for vulnerable populations, plus the 
electrification of an additional 50,000 homes. 

Pictured left to right are President of Christa Construction Mike Seaman, Vice President/Mortgage Officer of the Community Preservation 
Corporation Tracy Conley, NYS Senator James Tedisco (44th District), President of Betts Housing Partners Chris Betts, Upstate East 
Director of Development at NYS Homes and Community Renewal Darren Scott, DePaul President Mark Fuller, City of Schenectady Mayor 
Gary McCarthy, Assemblyman Angelo Santabarbara (111th District), President of Homeless Housing and Assistance Corporation Dana 
Greenberg, Director of the Bureau of Housing Development and Support at NYS Office of Mental Health Julie Duncan, SWBR Principal 
Joe Gibbons, Chair of Schenectady Metroplex Ray Gillen and Metroplex Executive Director David Hogenkamp.
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Recognitions and Commemorations (continued)
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Mosaic Apartments Groundbreaking
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ePaul Properties, Inc. creates and operates 
attractive, affordable housing solutions in urban, 
suburban and rural settings within environments  

that promote respectful community relationships. 
Offering locations in Albany, Cayuga, Erie, Genesee, 
Livingston, Monroe, Montgomery, Niagara, Oneida, 
Ontario, Orleans, Oswego, Schenectady and Wyoming 
counties, all units are subject to income eligibility and 
occupancy requirements.
 Thank you to DePaul Properties, Inc. staff for 
going above and beyond to provide quality care at our 
communities throughout Upstate and Western New 
York! Check out some of the positive, transformational 
experiences DePaul residents have shared with us!

Praise for DePaul’s 
Affordable Housing 

D

eterans Day was marked with ceremony and 
celebration. 
Pictured top row on the left serving Veterans  

Day Breakfast at 270 on East in Rochester is  
Administrator Liz Doll and Assistant Case Manager 
Jason Holloway. Food was donated by Wegmans.
 Pictured middle row on the left at the 12th Annual 
Veterans Day Breakfast at the Rochester Institute of 
Technology are Director of Quality Management for  
Veterans Services Melissa Brien and Farmington Safe 
Haven Residential Living Specialist Stephanie Weigert.
 Heritage Manor of Lockport and Wheatfield  
Commons in North Tonawanda honored their  
Veterans with a lunch. Pictured top row on the right is 
John Lobczowski of Heritage Manor and middle row  
on the right is Jerry Farr of Wheatfield Commons.
 Pictured on the bottom at the Monroe County  
Veterans Day Parade hosted by the Rochester  
International Airshow are Liberty Square Administrator  
Michelle Laraby, friends of Eagle Star Housing Stephany 
Corcoran and Will Loftus, and Director of Quality  
Management for Veterans Services Melissa Brien.
 Be sure to check out the impactful testimonials of 
Nathaniel, an Army Veteran who moved into 270 on 
East in Rochester in November 2022, and John,  
a Veteran Marine who moved into Liberty Square in 
Batavia on Veterans Day 2022, on DePaul’s YouTube 
Channel at www.youtube.com/@DePaulorg/videos.

V

Honoring Those  
Who Served 
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iving Opportunities of DePaul’s (LOD) 
Annual Art Show was held at Kensington 
Square in Buffalo in November 2023. 

The show celebrated the talents of residents 
in DePaul’s mental health residential and 
supported housing programs and included 
artwork, singing, poetry readings, dancing, 
stand-up comedy routines, and piano  
and saxophone performances. The event  
concluded with sub sandwiches plus  
cupcakes from a local woman- and minority- 
owned business in Buffalo!
 Pictured on the top row, from left to right, 
at the LOD Art Show are Scott Ostolski of the 
Apple Blossom Apartments in Cheektowaga, 
Robin Dusza of the Ebenezer Square  

Apartments in West Seneca, Denise M.  
and Em N. of the Riverside Apartments in  
Buffalo, and James G. of Kensington Square 
in Buffalo.
 Residents and staff of Seneca Square in 
Buffalo and the Ebenezer Square Apartments 
in West Seneca flexed their creativity with 
Paint the Town! Pictured bottom row on the 
left with their finished pieces are Patty Zindle 
of the Ebenezer Square Apartments, Laura 
Dicenzo of Seneca Square, Seneca Square 
Assistant Program Director Carol Evans,  
Cecelia Pillard of Ebenezer Square, and  
Scott Bitterman of Seneca Square. 
 The American Gold Star Mothers  
sponsored a paint night at Liberty Square in  

Batavia. Gold Star Mother Rita Hasenauer  
and her husband Gold Star Father Dan 
Hasenauer provided the supplies and  
instruction for a colorful art activity.  
Pictured bottom row in the middle  
are Veteran Dennis Mahoney and Rita.
 Wheatfield Commons in North  
Tonawanda partnered with students  
from Fricano Primary School of the  
Starpoint Central School District for an  
intergenerational art show. Residents  
thoroughly enjoyed spending time with  
the kindergarten artists and collaborating  
on a parallel painting project. Pictured  
bottom row on the right is co-artist  
Grayson Caldwell with Beverly Schultz.

L
Arts Across the Agency

here is no shortage of reasons to celebrate and pay tribute at  
DePaul, from January to December.
Pictured having fun in all seasons are Trolley Station Apartments 

Property Manager Melissa Dymond ushering in spring last March; Arlene 
Hughes at Wheatfield Commons flexed her creativity on Watermelon 
Day last August; Joan DiCarlo of Heritage Manor of Lockport shows off 
her best attire for Ugly Sweater Day in December and staff at La Rosa 
Villas including Housing Specialist Megan Donohue, Program Manager 
David Appleton, Front Desk Assistant Amy Parker, and Property Manager 
Heather Herrmann showed their support during National Suicide  
Awareness Month in September.
 For a full month-by-month list of the unique holidays and theme days 
which were commemorated across the agency in 2023, visit the DePaul 
Blog at www.depaul.org/2024/01/04/365-days-of-celebrations-in-2023/.

365 Days of Celebrations 

T



Page 5

stablished in 2019, the DePaul  
Reintegration Support Team (DRST)  
is a multidisciplinary team that supports 

DePaul’s mental health residential programs 
in Erie County. The DRST assists residents in 
their recovery journey, helping them acclimate 
to new living situations and obtain necessary 
living skills that empower them to achieve the 
highest level of independence possible.  
 The DRST operates a store at Seneca 
Square in Buffalo run by resident volunteers. 
There are plans to expand the store to other 
DePaul Single Room Occupancy (SRO)  
programs this year. In addition, the team  
provides various groups at the Erie County 
SRO programs Monday through Thursday. 
Group topics are decided collaboratively and 
have included cooking and nutrition, self-care, 
social skills, wellness tools, arts and crafts,  
and overcoming obstacles.
 Pictured left to right participating in DRST 
activities are Taylor Wolfe, John Brownell,  
Eric Dobson, Drea Frasier and Scott Bitterman.
 To read more, visit the DePaul Blog at  
www.depaul.org/2024/02/06/support-on-the- 
path-to-independence/.

DePaul’s Reintegration Support Team E

he holidays were merry and bright 
across the agency with creative crafts, 
delightful decor and festive celebrations! 

Among the fun, DePaul’s Recreation  
Department hosted its annual holiday  
party for clients at mental health residential 
programs across the Rochester area. 
 Pictured on the left, from top to bottom, 
are Kim S. of the Rochester View Apartments  
accompanied by guests; Elmgrove Residential 
Manager Krista Hatfield with DePaul  
Recreation Activities Coordinator Denise 
Simcick, and Ridgeview Commons Program 
Director Rebecca Barnes, Ridgeview  
Commons Medication Coordinator Karriefh 
Norman and Regional Facilities Director Elisa 
Easton. Pictured top right is Justin Maldonado 
of West Main with DePaul Recreation  
Director Terry Hewitt dressed as the Grinch.
 Many communities enjoyed friendly  
competition with door decorating contests. 
Pictured bottom right are some of the winners 
including Danielle Odrobina of the Charles J. 
Lesh, MD Apartments in Batavia and JoAnn 
Hills of La Rosa Villas in LeRoy. 
 For more highlights, visit the DePaul Blog 
at www.depaul.org/2024/01/09/tis-the- 
season-to-be-jolly/

Holiday 
Highlights

T



lients, residents and staff throughout DePaul were the recipients of much generosity during  
the 2023 holiday season. Many thanks to DePaul staff members, scout troops, schools, places 
of worship, community organizations, businesses and individuals who came together to bring 

joy to all. Everyone who gave of themselves to those in DePaul’s care made a tremendous difference!
 DePaul is the grateful beneficiary of countless donations of time, talent, gifts and monetary 
contributions that make the holiday season brighter for those in our care. Please know that all 
contributions are known and appreciated, and every effort has been made to recognize all donors.  
You truly make a difference. 

Carin Adams
Yvonne Adams
Agatina’s Restaurant
The American Gold Star Mothers
American Legion Riders  
 of Greece Post 468
American Legion Squadron 900
American Medical Response  
 (AMR) Rochester, NY
Armbruster Capital  
 Management, Inc.
Elise Arneson & Matthew Doyle
Mark & Margaret Assenato
Mary Jane Bafundo
Darlene Baker
Shannon Ball
Shari Barak
Barge City Optimist Club  
 of Lockport
Kathy Barton
Tiffany Basta
Jennifer Bates
Morgan Becher
W. Stewart Beecher, M.D.
Martha Berhe
Judi Biondi
Susan Blanchard
Blessed Trinity Roman  
 Catholic Church
Jess Bolak
Brenda Bremer, M.D.
Brian Pettit & St. John’s CYO  
 Basketball Team
Broadstone Net Lease, Inc.
Kelly Brody
The Brooks Family
Brown & Brown Insurance
Buffalo Bisons
Buffalo Fire Department
Buffalo Police Department  
 -E District

Monica Bulger
Melanie Caccamise
Jennifer Calipari
Debbie Calzone
Melissa Campbell
Cardinal Lawn &  
 Landscape, Inc.
Kim Carrison
Ed Carscallen
Mike Chatwin
Chili American Legion Auxiliary
Christa Construction
Donna & Timothy Christo
Churchville-Chili Senior High  
 School Executive Council
Concerned for the Hungry, Inc.
Conolly Printing & Media Group
Jacob Cornwall
Steve Cortese
Lynette Cox
Lawrence Crane
Crisis Services
Ralph Critelli
Delee Croisdale
Joy Cromwell
Janet & Jesus Cruz
Ralph E. Cyr
Peter & Lisa Darling  
Jeff & Tina Davis
Becky DelGuidico
Judy Demchock
Mary Dena
Joyce DeVries
Diamond Dancers
Amy Dieffenbacher
Marcia Dlutek, David  
 & Blake Cicero
Cathy & Steven Dobrowal
Linda Donahue  
 & Sue Dambrowski
Marianne Dorsey

Donna Doser 
Shannon Doser
Ariane Drew
Christina Duell
Marilyn Dwyer
Donna Easton
Lisa Elliot, Ph.D.
Sandy Ericson
Donna Evans
Patricia A. Falco
Jennifer Faringer
The Farley Family
Pamela Fee
FeedMore WNY
Joe & Laura Foley
Joseph Fortuna
Donna Fratangelo
The Fry Family
Mark & Michele Fuller 
Zach, Chrissy, Mark  
 & Ben Fuller
Brandan Gartland 
Rima Gebremariam
Jaye Gerling 
Elizabeth Glynn
Clare Goodwin
Nathaniel Gorritz
Cherry Graham
Gray Metal Products, Inc.
Jay Green
Ashley Grimaldi
Nancy Guelzow
Patricia Guize
June M. Haberbusch
Harvey C Noone Post 954
Sean Havens
Coreen Henning
Herman Unvericht
Hewitt Young Foundation, Inc.
Hilton High School  
 Student Council

C2023 Project
Thank You!
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Hilton-Parma Memorial  
 VFW Post 6105 
Jared Hirt, Esq. & Family 
His Healing Presence of Medina
Patty Hotchkiss
Roger Hutton
The Hutton Family
Danielle Jasewicz
Marc & Roberta Johnson  
 (In Memory of Rufino  
 Pabico & Thomas Johnson)
Elaine Kaminski 
Kaitlyn Kaminski
Lew Kane
Emily Karszes
Kay Hill
Sam Kilbury
Jonathan & Sarah King
Julie Kirkwood
Kitchens by Oaks
Michelle Kline
Eric Knauf
Carol Kojsza
Lisa Kolmer
KPMG LLP
Julie Kruszynski
Jamie Lantz 
Susan Lantz 
James Lee
The Lemieux Family
LOGS Legal Group
Patty Love
Britt Lui
Elizabeth G. Lundy
Alex Lupo
M&T Bank 
Caren MacDonald
Tanya MacNaughton
Jenni Maddock
Michelle Maier
Maintenance & Management  
 Associates, Inc.
Tina Makarowsky 
Michael Mallaber
Mangia Mangia
Jenny Mangini
McColley’s
Morgan McDermott
Ryan McDonald
Kathleen L. McGrath

John Meenaghan
Joseph Meenaghan
The Mego Family
Erhin Mercuri
Wendy Milliman
Miracles 4 Heroes
Angela Moore-Annelo
Ann Marie Morey
James Morgan
Kristen Morrell
Kevin & Bethany Mucci
Diane Mueller
Mary Mulvey
Notre Dame High School  
 in Batavia
Ogden Presbyterian Church
Kyra O’Gorman
Kathleen O’Herron
Margaret O’Keefe
Rhonda Oshea
Patricia Oster
Coleen Overholt
Parkview Health Services, Inc.
Nate Peck 
Sandra L. Peck
Pembroke Central Schools  
 Veterans Outreach Club 
Laura Piazza
Jamie Pingelski
Marcia Podhorecki
Terri Poles
Prince of Peace  
 Lutheran Church
Anita Principi
PRLC Rehab Department
Curt & Amy Provenzo
The Quinlan Family
Barbara Rafoth
Katie Reed
Carol Rickman
Ashley & Jared Rideout
Angela Roach
Lucille Rockefeller
Alaina Romocki
Edward & Vicki Rusinko
Joe Russo
Ryan Plumbing & Heating
Rome Santiago
Rotary Club of Batavia
Emily Sarazyn & Eloo Nwosu

Steve & Mary Scalzo-Wright
Janice Schreiber
Jana Schuster
Gerald Scott
Sue Sellers
Senior Citizens of Riga
SERVPRO
Sheen & Shine, Inc.
Stephanie Simmons
Small Business Council  
 of Rochester
Karen Smith
Betty Smith
Justine Smith
Diane Spaulding
Spencerport Travel Soccer Team
St. Christopher’s Church
St. John’s Episcopal Church  
 of Honeoye Falls
St. John the Evangelist
  Spencerport Parish Men’s Club 
Mitch Standera
Ann M. Stark
Gregory L. Stark
Christine Steele 
Kathi & Ron Stolte
Sunny Mike Foundation 
SWBR
Duane Szatkowski
Joseph Tacca
The Taglarino Family
Gina Tavino & Family
The Parish of the Holy Family
The United Church of  
 Canandaigua
Mary Ellen Tomanovich
Trader Joe’s
Veterans Outreach Center
Jaime Wandtke
Larry Warren
Wegmans
Wegmans Learning,  
 Merchandising, Marketing  
 & Talent Sourcing Team
Crissy Welzen
Deb White & Wendy Webster
Stephanie Wierl
WNY Independent Living Center
Wortzman Furniture, Inc.
Barbara Zuegel
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DePaul is a not-for-profit organization that provides senior living residential services, mental  
health residential and support programs, addiction prevention and support services, vocational 
services, Veterans residential and support services and affordable housing. To receive  
DePaul Details electronically, please provide your name and email address to Monica Bulger  
at mbulger@depaul.org in DePaul’s Communications & Development Department.

Please direct comments to the 
Communications & Development 
Department at (585) 426-8000 or 
communications@depaul.org. 

BLOG
President of DePaul is Mark H. Fuller. Copywriting, editorial and design  
by Monica Bulger, Amy Cavalier, Justine Smith and Crissy Welzen. www.depaul.org

he National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence-Rochester Area’s (NCADD-RA)  
78th Annual Luncheon will take place from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 15  
at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Rochester. Keynote speaker Dr. Stephen L. Dewey will present 

“Understanding the Science of Substance Use Disorder.” Dr. Dewey received his Ph.D. from the  
University of Iowa and completed his postdoctoral fellowship in the Neurology Department at  
Stony Brook University. During his 23-year tenure at Brookhaven National Laboratory, he conducted  
research on the effects of addictive drugs on the human brain. Dr. Dewey has published more than 
250 peer-reviewed scientific research articles, book chapters, and abstracts.
 For more information or to register, contact Elaine Alvarado at ealvarado@depaul.org or call 
(585) 719-3481. You can also visit ncadd-ra.org/events-trainings/ncadd-ra-annual-luncheon/  
to register online.

Save the Date: NCADD-RA Presents Annual Luncheon
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